Generosity Week

Psalm and Bible Readings Sunday 18th April 2021

The First Reading
1 Timothy 6: 11-19

But as for you, man of God, shun all this; pursue
righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance, gentleness.
Fight the good fight of the faith; take hold of the eternal
life, to which you were called and for which you made the
good confession in the presence of many witnesses. In the
presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ
Jesus, who in his testimony before Pontius Pilate made the
good confession, | charge you to keep the commandment
without spot or blame until the manifestation of our Lord
Jesus Christ, which he will bring about at the right time—he
who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and
Lord of lords. It is he alone who has immortality and dwells
in unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen or can
see; to him be honour and eternal dominion. Amen.

As for those who in the present age are rich, command
them not to be haughty, or to set their hopes on the
uncertainty of riches, but rather on God who richly provides
us with everything for our enjoyment. They are to do good,
to be rich in good works, generous, and ready to share, thus
storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation
for the future, so that they may take hold of the life that
really is life.

Psalm 104: 26-36

O Lord, how manifold are your works!
In wisdom you have made them all;
the earth is full of your creatures.

There is the sea, spread far and wide,
and there move creatures beyond number, both small
and great.

There go the ships, and there is that Leviathan
which you have made to play in the deep.

All of these look to you
to give them their food in due season.

When you give it them, they gather it;
you open your hand and they are filled with good.

When you hide your face they are troubled;
when you take away their breath,
they die and return again to the dust.

When you send forth your spirit, they are created,
and you renew the face of the earth.

May the glory of the Lord endure for ever;
may the Lord rejoice in his works;

He looks on the earth and it trembles;
he touches the mountains and they smoke.

| will sing to the Lord as long as | live;
| will make music to my God while | have my being.

So shall my song please him
while | rejoice in the Lord.

Gospel Reading
Matthew 6: 19-33

[Jesus said,] ‘Do not store up for yourselves treasures on
earth, where moth and rust consume and where thieves
break in and steal; but store up for yourselves treasures in
heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where
thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure
is, there your heart will be also.

‘The eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye is healthy,
your whole body will be full of light; but if your eye is
unhealthy, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then
the light in you is darkness, how great is the darkness!

‘No one can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate
the one and love the other, or be devoted to the one and
despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.

‘Therefore | tell you, do not worry about your life, what you
will eat or what you will drink, or about your body, what
you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body
more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air; they
neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your
heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value
than they? And can any of you by worrying add a single
hour to your span of life? And why do you worry about
clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow;
they neither toil nor spin, yet | tell you, even Solomon in all
his glory was not clothed like one of these. But if God so
clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and
tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more
clothe you—you of little faith? Therefore do not worry,
saying, “What will we eat?” or “What will we drink?” or
“What will we wear?” For it is the Gentiles who strive for all
these things; and indeed your heavenly Father knows that
you need all these things. But strive first for the kingdom of
God and his righteousness, and all these things will be given
to you as well.



